Retells story in own words
&RQWULEXWHVHIIHFWLYHO\WDNLQJWXUQV NHHSLQJUHOHYDQWWRWKHFRQWHQW
&DQSUHGLFWWKHRXWFRPHRIDVWRU\RURWKHUKHDUGWH[W
'HVFULEHVDQGUHÁHFWVRQH[SHULHQFHV
Composes/invents own stories orally
5($',1*

2IWHQFKRRVHVWRVSHQGWLPHORRNLQJDWERRNV
(‘Reads’ to other children and adults)
.QRZVKRZWRKROGERRNVDQGWXUQSDJHVDSSURSULDWHO\
.QRZVWKHFRQYHQWLRQVRIWKHOD\RXWRI(QJOLVKODQJXDJHWH[WV
.QRZVWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQOHWWHUV ZRUGV
Understands the difference and relationship between print and illustration
8VHVDUDQJHRIVWUDWHJLHVWR¶UHDG·IDPLOLDUWH[WV
5HFRJQLVHVRZQQDPHVLJQVDQGODEHOVLQWKHHQYLURQPHQW
,GHQWLÀHVZRUGVZKLFKVWDUWHQGZLWKWKHVDPHRUGLIIHUHQWVRXQGV
6KRZVXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWH[WVWUXFWXUHE\UHWHOOLQJSUHGLFWLQJFRQWHQW
………………………………………………………………………..
6HOHFWVWH[W V DSSURSULDWHWRSXUSRVH
,GHQWLÀHVOHWWHUVRIWKHDOSKDEHWLQXSSHUDQGORZHUFDVHE\VKDSHQDPHDQG
sound
Knows by sight the most common words in use
Sounds out phonically regular words
5HDGVFRQWLQXRXVWH[WDORXGZLWKUHDVRQDEOHÁXHQF\
:5,7,1*

(Chooses to ‘write’ in play activities)
8VHVRZQGUDZLQJVDQGZULWWHQPDUNVWRH[SUHVVLGHDVDQGIHHOLQJV
0DNHVPDUNVRQSDSHUWR¶ZULWH·LGHDV
8VHVV\PEROVOHWWHUVDQGLQVRPHFDVHVZRUGVLQZULWLQJ
………………………………………………………………………..
&RPSRVHVRZQVWRULHVWKURXJKGUDZLQJVVFULELQJRURWKHUPHDQV
Copies and forms letters and words legibly and correctly
:ULWHVLQGHSHQGHQWO\WRODEHOUHFDOOGHVFULEHDQGUHFRUG
8VHVSXQFWXDWLRQWRPDUNVHQWHQFHV
Spells correctly the most commonly used and phonically regular words
MATHEMATICS

5HFRJQLVHVQDPHVDQGUHSUHVHQWV'DQG'
Describes properties of 3D shapes
Uses the language of position
&RPSDUHVRUGHUVREMHFWVE\KHLJKWOHQJWKZHLJKWFDSDFLW\
8VHVWKHODQJXDJHRIPHDVXUHPHQWDSSURSULDWHWRFRQWH[W



6RUWVDQGJURXSVE\VL]HSDWWHUQVKDSHDQGFRORXU
3DUWLFLSDWHVLQQXPEHUVRQJVDQGUK\PHV
Uses number/s in play situations
Recites 1-10 in order outwith songs/rhymes
(Connects number to symbol in play situations)
Refers to larger numbers in environment
………………………………………………………………………..
&RQQHFWVQXPEHUWRV\PEROLQFOXGLQJPRQH\
Employs one:one correspondence
Demonstrates conservation of number
States correctly one ‘before’ or ‘after’ sequence
Combines number bonds (to 10)
&RXQWVRQWRÀQGDODUJHUTXDQWLW\
5HFRJQLVHVPDWKHPDWLFDOV\PEROV IRURSHUDWLRQV
81'(567$1',1*7+((19,5210(17

5HFRJQLVHVSDWWHUQVVKDSHVDQGFRORXUVLQWKHZRUOGDURXQG
Understands the routines and jobs of familiar people
Can identify familiar sights and sounds in the environment
Uses the senses to investigate/describe everyday objects/events
,GHQWLÀHVJURZWKDQGFKDQJHLQVHOIDQGWKLQJVRYHUWLPHDQGSODFH
Recognises cause and effect in a variety of situations
Sorts and categorises things into groups
Shows concern and care for living things and the environment
………………………………………………………………………..
5HFRJQLVHVSDWWHUQVDQGUHODWLRQVKLSVLQQDWXUHIDPLOLHVDQGHYHQWV
&DQFROOHFWV\VWHPDWLFDOO\LQIRUPDWLRQDERXWVHOIREMHFWVDQGHYHQWV
2UJDQLVHVÀQGLQJVE\VRUWLQJPDWFKLQJWDOO\GLDJUDPSODQDQGRUFKDUW
5HFRUGVÀQGLQJVWRVKDUHZLWKRWKHUV
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This article investigates how schools can facilitate the engagement of parents as
partners in their children’s learning through a study of primary schools in one Scottish
FLW\ WKDW ZHUH SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ DQ ¶(DUO\ ,QWHUYHQWLRQ 3URJUDPPH·$ WZRSKDVH
VWXG\ZDVFRQGXFWHGLQYROYLQJTXHVWLRQQDLUHVXUYH\VRIWKHYLHZVDQGH[SHULHQFHV
of (a) headteachers and members of school boards and (b) parents of children in
3ULPDU\,WDUJXHVWKDWZKLOVWWHDFKHUVDUHFRPPLWWHGWRLQYROYLQJSDUHQWVWKH\
are not necessarily adept at sharing information with them or at suggesting ways
LQZKLFKWKH\FDQDVVLVWWKHLUFKLOGUHQ6WDIIPDGHIUHTXHQWIULHQGO\VFKRROKRPH
contacts and made their schools open to parents but most did not go beyond merely
PDNLQJEURDGVXJJHVWLRQVWRSDUHQWVDERXWKRZWKH\FRXOGEHPRUHDFWLYHO\LQYROYHG
LQ UDLVLQJ WKHLU FKLOGUHQ·V OLWHUDF\ DQG QXPHUDF\ NQRZOHGJH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DQG
achievement. What appears to be necessary is to focus on involving schools with
parents rather than involving parentsLQVFKRROV3DUHQWVDUHDOZD\VLQYROYHGZLWK
their children’s education but schools are not adept at recognising parents’ important
educational role.
,1752'8&7,21

0DQ\UHVHDUFKHUVSUDFWLWLRQHUVDQGSROLF\PDNHUVKDYHGRFXPHQWHGWKHLPSRUWDQFH
RISDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQW$VLJQLÀFDQWERG\RIUHVHDUFK )UDVHU+HQGHUVRQ 
%HUOD0F0LOODQDQG/HVOLH2OPVWHDG 5XELQ LQGLFDWHVWKDW
ZKHQSDUHQWVSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHLUFKLOGUHQ·VHGXFDWLRQWKHUHVXOWLVDQLQFUHDVHLQ
VWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWDQGDQLPSURYHPHQWRIVWXGHQWV·DWWLWXGHV,QFUHDVHGDWWHQGDQFH
IHZHUGLVFLSOLQDU\SUREOHPVDQGKLJKHUDVSLUDWLRQVKDYHDOVREHHQFRUUHODWHGZLWKDQ
increase in parent involvement even after socio-economic status and student ability
KDYHEHHQWDNHQLQWRDFFRXQW (SVWHLQ(DJOH )XUWKHUPRUHLILQFUHDVHG
SDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWFUHDWHVWKHSHUFHSWLRQWKDWWKHVFKRROLVPRUHHIIHFWLYHLWLV
OLNHO\WKDWVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWZLOOLQFUHDVH &DSODQ&KR\ :KLWPRUH 
More recent understandings of the ways in which young children learn
recognise the child as an ‘active learner’ relying on and learning from a wide range
RIH[SHULHQFHVEH\RQGWKHVFKRROERXQGDU\9LHZLQJFKLOGUHQDV¶DFWLYHOHDUQHUV·
KLJKOLJKWVWKDWQRWDOOOHDUQLQJWDNHVSODFHLQVFKRRO7KHLPSRUWDQFHRIKRPHDQG
family as environments for learning and the role of parents as educators are now
recognised. There is a consensus of opinion that much of children’s early literacy and
QXPHUDF\GHYHORSPHQWKDSSHQVRXWVLGHWKHVFKRRO VHH+DQQRQ+HQGHUVRQ
%HUOD:HLQEHUJHU ,WRFFXUVZLWKLQWKHVRFLDOFRQWH[WRIKRPHDQG
IDPLO\ VHH0HUWWHQV1HZODQG :HEE 7KLVQHZXQGHUVWDQGLQJGHPRQVWUDWHV
that parents play a crucial role as educators of their own children.
3DUHQWVEHQHÀWDVZHOODVWKHLUFKLOGUHQLIWKH\DUHVHHQDVKDYLQJDUROHLQWKHLU
FKLOGUHQ·VHGXFDWLRQ7KH\GHYHORSDJUHDWHUDSSUHFLDWLRQRIWKHLUUROHDQLPSURYHG
VHQVHRIVHOIZRUWKVWURQJHUVRFLDOQHWZRUNVDQGHYHQWKHGHVLUHWRFRQWLQXHWKHLU
RZQ HGXFDWLRQ &DLUQH\  7KH\ DOVR FRPH WR XQGHUVWDQG PRUH DERXW WKHLU
VFKRROVDQGWHDFKLQJDQGOHDUQLQJDFWLYLWLHVLQJHQHUDO 'DYLHV/LRQWRV 
Teachers report that they are encouraged by strong support from involved parents to
UDLVHWKHLUH[SHFWDWLRQVIRUERWKFKLOGUHQDQGSDUHQWV 62(' 



:KLOVW WKH OLWHUDWXUH SURYLGHV HYLGHQFH IRU WKH EHQHÀWV RI LQYROYLQJ SDUHQWV·
in their children’s education it also demonstrates the problems that teachers have
LQZRUNLQJZLWKSDUHQWVDVSDUWQHUVHVSHFLDOO\WKRVHZKRPWKH\VHHDVGLIIHUHQW
LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH IURP WKH PLQRULW\ HWKQLF JURXSV DQG WKH ZRUNLQJ FODVV$ JUHDW
GHDORIUHVHDUFK HJ&UR]LHU&XFNOH/XWWUHOO5HD\7HWW
DQG&URZWKHU7L]DUGet al9LQFHQWDQG:DUUHQ KDVVKRZQWKH
LPSRUWDQFHRIFODVVDQGFXOWXUHLQSDUHQWV·LQWHUDFWLRQVZLWKWHDFKHUV)RUH[DPSOH
5HD\  LQKHUHWKQRJUDSKLFVWXG\RIWZRLQQHU/RQGRQVFKRROVVKRZVKRZ
ZRUNLQJFODVVZRPHQEURXJKWWRWKHVFKRRODQDSSURDFKRIWHQVKDSHGE\HGXFDWLRQDO
failure which made them very tentative in their interactions with teachers. This
resulted in them feeling that teachers did not seem to understand what they were
VD\LQJ$OWKRXJKDOOWKHPRWKHUVLQKHUVWXG\XQGHUWRRNHGXFDWLRQDOZRUNLQWKH
KRPHZLWKWKHLUFKLOGRIWHQWKHZRUNLQJFODVVPRWKHUV·VXSSRUWZDVFKDUDFWHULVHG
E\ODFNRINQRZOHGJHRIDSSURSULDWHHGXFDWLRQDOVWDQGDUGVDQGXQFHUWDLQW\DQGVHOI
doubt about their competence as educators.
In the light of this research a study was commissioned by a Scottish Council’s
(GXFDWLRQ 'HSDUWPHQW DV SDUW RI DQ LQLWLDWLYH XQGHU WKH ¶([FHOOHQFH )XQG· WR
investigate how parents could support their children’s learning in the early years. It
also sought to ascertain how schools could facilitate the engagement of parents as
partners in their children’s learning. It investigated the factors that encouraged and
GLVFRXUDJHGSDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWLQVFKRROVORFDWHGLQVRFLRHFRQRPLFDOO\H[FOXGHG
FRPPXQLWLHV0RUHVSHFLÀFDOO\LWH[DPLQHGZKDWWKHPDQDJHUVRIVFKRROVORFDWHG
LQVXFKFRPPXQLWLHVFRPPXQLFDWHGWRSDUHQWVDERXWWKHLUFKLOGUHQ·VHDUO\OHDUQLQJ
how they communicated and how effective they thought their communications
were. These views were compared and contrasted with the views of parents from
four case study schools.
METHODOLOGY

7KHVWXG\ZDVGLYLGHGLQWRWZRSKDVHV7KHÀUVWLQYROYHGDVXUYH\RIDOO3ULPDU\
schools in one Scottish city that were based in areas of socio-economic disadvantage
DQGZHUHSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQDQ¶(DUO\,QWHUYHQWLRQ3URJUDPPH·$VXUYH\TXHVWLRQQDLUH
was designed that was sent to Headteachers and the Chairpersons of the School
%RDUGVDQG3DUHQW7HDFKHU$VVRFLDWLRQVZKHUHVXFKERGLHVZHUHLQH[LVWHQFH,W
was structured in such a way as to allow the respondents to give short open-ended
UHVSRQVHVFRYHULQJWKHEHQHÀWVRILQYROYLQJSDUHQWVWKHPHWKRGVXVHGIRULQYROYLQJ
SDUHQWVKRZSDUHQWV·VXSSRUWHGWKHLUFKLOGUHQ·VHDUO\OLWHUDF\DQGQXPHUDF\DQGZKDW
support was available to the school. The content of the questionnaire was identical
for all 3 groups in the study but the responses were colour coded so that the different
JURXSLQJVFRXOGEHLGHQWLÀHG
The second phase of the study involved a more in-depth analysis of four schools
WKRVHWKDWKDGEHHQLGHQWLÀHGDVVKRZLQJWKHPRVWLPSURYHGOHYHOVRIDWWDLQPHQW
LQOLWHUDF\DQGQXPHUDF\+HUHDTXHVWLRQQDLUHZDVDJDLQXVHGWKLVWLPHWKHIRFXV
EHLQJWKHSDUHQWVRIFKLOGUHQLQ3ULPDU\3DUHQWVZHUHDVNHGWRLGHQWLI\WKHZD\V
LQZKLFKWKH\KHOSHGWKHLUFKLOGWROHDUQZKDWWKH\FRXOGGRKHOSWKHLUFKLOGLQRWKHU
ZD\VKRZWKHVFKRROFRPPXQLFDWHGZLWKWKHPDQGZKDWLQYROYHPHQWWKH\KDGKDG
with the school. These questionnaires were mailed out and returned via the Education
'HSDUWPHQWWRSDUHQWVRIFKLOGUHQLQWKHVFKRROVXVLQJSUHSDLGUHSO\HQYHORSHV
,QDGGLWLRQGXULQJWKLVSKDVHRIWKHVWXG\WKHIRXUPHPEHUVRIWKHUHVHDUFKWHDPWRRN
responsibility for carrying out a case study of each of these schools. This involved
PDNLQJYLVLWVDQGFRQGXFWLQJLQWHUYLHZVZLWKJURXSVRISDUHQWVDWWKHVFKRRODV
ZHOODVNH\SHUVRQVVXFKDVWKH+HDGWHDFKHU'HSXWH+RPHOLQNWHDFKHU)DPLO\
/HDUQLQJZRUNHUVDQGRWKHUVZRUNLQJXQGHUWKH¶(DUO\,QWHUYHQWLRQ3URJUDPPH·
LQLWLDWLYH,QDGGLWLRQUHOHYDQWGRFXPHQWDWLRQIURPDYDULHW\RIVRXUFHVZDVFROODWHG



LQRUGHUWRSURYLGHLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHSROLF\DQGSUDFWLFHRIWKH&RXQFLO6FRWWLVK
([HFXWLYH(GXFDWLRQ'HSDUWPHQWDQGEDFNJURXQGIDFWRUVVXFKDVWKHVRFLRHFRQRPLF
FRPSRVLWLRQRIWKHSXSLOVUHODWHGWRWKHVFKRROV
RESULTS

$QDO\VHVRIWKHUHVXOWVRIWKHWZRVXUYH\VDUHEDVHGXSRQWKHWZRTXHVWLRQQDLUHV
questionnaires were returned from sample of School Headteachers and Chairpersons
RI 6FKRRO %RDUGV  3DUHQW 7HDFKHU$VVRFLDWLRQV 7KLUW\ RXW RI  VFKRRO KHDG
WHDFKHUVUHVSRQGHGDQGDIXUWKHU6FKRRO%RDUGDQG37$TXHVWLRQQDLUHVZHUH
UHWXUQHG LQGLYLGXDOUHSOLHV RXWRIDUHWXUQUDWH IURPWKH3ULPDU\
parents surveyed in the four case study schools were returned. These included four
questionnaires that were completed by the interviewers in 2 of the case study schools
from replies given by parents.
The responses are from both surveys with the most frequently cited responses (in
descending order) being listed under each question. The responses are grouped under
EURDGVXEKHDGLQJVRIDUHDVRILQWHUHVWLGHQWLÀHGE\DUHYLHZRIWKHOLWHUDWXUH
.H\WRTXHVWLRQV


+& +HDGWHDFKHU&KDLUSHUVRQVRI6FKRRO%RDUG37$
3 3DUHQWVRI3ULPDU\FKLOGUHQ

6(&7,21$:+<:25.:,7+3$5(176"

+&:KDWZRXOG\RXVD\DUHPDLQEHQHÀWVRISDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWLQWKHLUFKLOG·V
education in the early years?
The most popular response centred upon parents becoming aware of the teaching and
learning methods at school as well as its general mode of operation. It was also thought
EHQHÀFLDOWKDWSDUHQWVOHDUQWWKHYDOXHRIVXSSRUW HQFRXUDJHPHQW UHLQIRUFHPHQW
of learning at home. This was thought to lead to the building of a foundation for a
longer-term school parent partnership. It was also seen as important that both parties
JRWDFOHDUHULGHDRIH[SHFWDWLRQVVWUHQJWKV OHDUQLQJQHHGVRIWKHFKLOGOHDGLQJWR
LPSURYHGPRWLYDWLRQSHUIRUPDQFHDQGDWWDLQPHQWRIFKLOGUHQDWVFKRRO
HC. How effective in general do you think your school is in involving parents?
7RWKLVJHQHUDOTXHVWLRQDURXQGRIUHVSRQGHQWVWKRXJKWWKHVFKRROZDVHLWKHU
H[WUHPHO\RUYHU\HIIHFWLYH
HC. What evidence do you have to support this?
The replies focussed upon the attendance (or upward trend in attendance) of parents
DWYDULRXVHYHQWVORFDWHGDWWKHVFKRROHJZRUNVKRSV FODVVHVIRUSDUHQWVSDUHQWV
HYHQLQJVRWKHUPHHWLQJVDQGJDWKHULQJV HJFRIIHHPRUQLQJVHWF 7KHRWKHUPDLQ
LQGLFDWRUZDVKDYLQJDQDFWLYH6FKRRO%RDUGDQGRUDQDFWLYH37$
3 0DQ\SHRSOHKDYHVDLGWKDWWKHSDUHQWLVWKHFKLOG·VÀUVWWHDFKHU:KDWDUHWKH
main ways that you have helped your child to learn?
7KHPRVWSRSXODUVXJJHVWLRQVZHUHWHDFKLQJDQGOHDUQLQJXVLQJPDWHULDOV HYHU\GD\
OLIHJRRGDFFHVVWRERRNVOHDUQLQJOHWWHUVRIWKHDOSKDEHWQXPEHUVDQGFRXQWLQJ
VKDSHVDQGFRORXUVZULWLQJGUDZLQJDQGSDLQWLQJDQGXVLQJYLGHRV0XFKVWUHVV
ZDVSODFHGRQWKHIROORZLQJDFWLYLWLHV²FRQYHUVDWLRQUHDGLQJDVNLQJDQGDQVZHULQJ
TXHVWLRQVWHOOLQJVWRULHVSOD\0DQ\RIWKHSDUHQWVZURWHDERXWVRFLDOEHKDYLRXU
GLVFLSOLQH ULJKW  ZURQJ KDYLQJ JRRG PDQQHUV VRFLDO LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK RWKHUV
HQFRXUDJHPHQWFXULRVLW\DERXWWKHZRUOGH[SHULPHQWDWLRQ LQYHVWLJDWLRQ7KHUH
ZDVDOVRVRPHPHQWLRQRISK\VLFDOGHYHORSPHQWHJRIÀQHDQGJURVVPRWRUVNLOOV
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HC. Please list the different forms of written communications used in contact between
the school and parents.
$JUHDWYDULHW\RIWKHVHZHUHQRWHGLQFOXGLQJQHZVOHWWHUVOHWWHUVDQGQRWHVERRNOHWV
KDQGERRNVEURFKXUHVPDJD]LQHVUHSRUWFDUGVUHDGLQJUHFRUGVSRVLWLYHEHKDYLRXU
FHUWLÀFDWHVKRPHZRUNGLDULHVOHDÁHWV Á\HUVSRVWHUVDQGRWKHULQIRUPDWLRQRQ
notice boards.
HC. Please list what other practical arrangements exist for maintaining
communication and contact between the school and parents
0DQ\RIWKH(,3VFKRROVHQFRXUDJHGDQRSHQGRRUSROLF\DQGHDV\VWDIIDYDLODELOLW\
(at times without needing an appointment) whether this happened simply as informal
chats in the playground etc or more formal consultations. The School Board and the
37$ZHUHPHQWLRQHGRQFHPRUH1RWHGDOVRZHUHHYHQWV HJQDWLYLW\SOD\KDUYHVW
IHVWLYDO KRPHZRUN KRPHZRUNFOXEVSKRQHFDOOVSURYLVLRQRISDUHQWV·URRPV
P.

What would help you to become more involved?

/DFNRIWLPHZDVWKHELJJHVWSUREOHPHVSHFLDOO\IRUWKRVHLQIXOOWLPHZRUNRUZLWK
\RXQJHUFKLOGUHQ,WZDVVXJJHVWHGWKDWDÁH[LEOHUDWKHUWKDQDULJLGWLPHWDEOHIRU
ZHHNO\DFWLYLWLHVPRUHKDSSHQLQJLQWKHHYHQLQJVDQGDWZHHNHQGVUDWKHUWKDQRQ
ZHHNGD\VZRXOGKHOSSDUHQWVWREHPRUHLQYROYHG2QO\DIHZSDUHQWVUHTXHVWHGPRUH
FRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGLQIRUPDWLRQPRVWZHUHVDWLVÀHGZLWKWKHUDQJHRIRSSRUWXQLWLHV
for involvement on offer.
3 :KDWLVWKHPRVWHIIHFWLYHZD\RIÀQGLQJRXWZKDW\RXUFKLOGGRHVDWVFKRRO"
7KHUHZDVDIDLUO\HYHQVSOLWEHWZHHQDVNLQJWKHFKLOGDQGDVNLQJWKHFKLOG·VWHDFKHUV
(usually the Class teacher but sometimes the Head or Depute were preferred). A
good deal of store was set on the effectiveness of formal communication via parents
evenings (some wanted more than 2 or 3 per year) and school reports. Reading
QHZVOHWWHUV KRPHZRUN ERRNV RU DQ\WKLQJ HOVH WKH FKLOG PLJKW EULQJ KRPH LQ
VFKRROEDJ DVNLQJ WKH FKLOG·V IULHQGV ZHUH RWKHU VXJJHVWLRQV 0DQ\ UHVSRQGHQWV
indicated that the staff were always willing to offer help and advice.
P.

Have you attended school events designed to help you promote learning at
home?

About twice as many answered in the negative as in the positive - but of those who
had attended there was mention of induction and also bilingual events.
P.

Have you received booklets and materials to demonstrate ways of helping your
child learn?

About twice as many parents said ‘yes’ as ‘no’ to this. Amongst the materials
PHQWLRQHG ZHUH WKH /RFDO &RXQFLO·V JXLGHOLQHV WHDFKHUV· QRWHV LQ FKLOG·V MRWWHUV
UHSRUWVRQWKHFKLOGERRNOHWVRXWOLQLQJZKDWZLOOEHWDXJKWLQWKHIRUWKFRPLQJ\HDU
6(&7,21&52/(6)253$5(176

HC. Please list the most frequently used methods of involving parents
7KHVFKRROVORRNHGWRHQOLVWSDUHQWYROXQWHHUVLQFODVVVFKRRORURQRXWLQJVZKLOVW
also paying attention to parent-teacher consultations/meetings. Many also hosted
SDUHQWJURXSVDQGFOXEVDQGJDYHLQIRUPDWLRQWDONV7KHUHZHUHDOVRDUDQJHRIVRFLDO
HYHQWV HJVXPPHUIDLUV DQGSDUHQWVZHUHLQYROYHGLQPDNLQJUHVRXUFHVHJVWRU\



VDFNVZRUGZDOOV,QPDQ\VFKRROVZRUNVKRSVIRUSDUHQWVWRRNSODFH HJIRUHDUO\
OLWHUDF\QXPHUDF\WUDQVLWLRQ 0RVWRIWKHVFKRROVSURGXFHGDQHZVOHWWHU RIWHQ
ZHHNO\ ,QIRUPDOFKDWVLQWKHSOD\JURXQGRUZKHUHYHUKDGWKHLUSODFHZKLOVWUHDGLQJ
UHFRUGVDQGKRPHZRUNGLDULHVZHUHUHJXODUO\VHQWKRPH$QLQFUHDVLQJHPSKDVLV
was being placed upon home visits. The relevant chairperson respondents as well
DVWKH+HDGVÁDJJHGXSWKHLPSDFWRIWKH37$DQG6FKRRO%RDUG3DUHQWVZHUH
HQFRXUDJHGWRDWWHQGFKLOGUHQ·VDVVHPEOLHVSHUIRUPDQFHVDQGDZDUGVFHUHPRQLHV
6RPHVFKRROVZHUHEHJLQQLQJWRRIIHUKRPHZRUNFOXEV
HC. Please list the ways in which parents try to support their children’s early literacy
and numeracy
7KHPRVWSRSXODUUHSOLHVZHUHVXSHUYLVLRQRIKRPHZRUNIROORZHGE\DWWHQGDQFH
DWVFKRROZRUNVKRSVYLVLWVWROLEUDULHVERRNVKRSVHWF+RPHEDVHGDFWLYLWLHVVXFK
DV SOD\LQJ JDPHV WKDW LQYROYHG FRXQWLQJ HWF UHDGLQJ VWRULHV UK\PHV SKRQLFV
ZHUHPHQWLRQHG2WKHUVXJJHVWLRQVIRUSDUHQWVZHUHEHLQJFODVURRPYROXQWHHUV
XVLQJVWRU\VDFNVDQGXVLQJQXPEHUVLQHYHU\GD\LQGRRU RXWGRRUVLWXDWLRQV HJ
VKRSSLQJFRRNLQJ 
+&3OHDVHOLVWWKHVSHFLÀFIRUPVRIVXSSRUWJLYHQWRSDUHQWVLQRUGHUWRHQFRXUDJH
their involvement in their children’s early literacy and numeracy
7KHPRVWSRSXODUOLVWHGLWHPZDVWKHSURYLVLRQE\WKHVFKRRORIZRUNVKRSVSDUHQWV·
nights and meetings (e.g. on reading recovery programmes). Other areas of support
ZLWK IUHTXHQW PHQWLRQV ZHUH +RPHOLQN DGYLFH ERRNOHWV IDPLO\ OLWHUDF\ DQG
OHDUQLQJSURJUDPPHVDQRSHQGRRUSROLF\DOORZLQJSDUHQWVWRREVHUYHFODVVURRP
DFWLYLW\DVVHVVPHQWVGDLO\UHDGLQJGLDULHV ZRUNVKHHWVSDUHQWJURXSV
HC. Please list the ways parents can support other aspects of their children’s
development such as social and emotional development
$JUHDWYDULHW\RIVXJJHVWLRQVZHUHPDGHZLWKWKHPRVWSRSXODUEHLQJWDONLQJ 
OLVWHQLQJ VSHQGLQJWLPHZLWKFKLOGUHQ7KHVHZHUHIROORZHGE\PRUDOJXLGDQFH
IDLUQHVVKRQHVW\HWFHQFRXUDJLQJ UHZDUGLQJFKLOGUHQSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWHDFKHUV
HQFRXUDJLQJLQWHUHVWVHGXFDWLRQDOYLVLWVYROXQWHHULQJWRKHOSZLWKWKHVFKRRORU
QXUVHU\ SOD\ IRVWHULQJ IULHQGVKLSV GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK RWKHU SURIHVVLRQDOV VXFK DV
VRFLDOZRUNHUV
P.

What do you think is the best start that parents can give their children before
they go to school?

7KHJUHDWHVWVWUHVVZDVSXWXSRQLQWHOOHFWXDOOHDUQLQJOLVWHQLQJPDNLQJOHDUQLQJ
IXQDQGLQWHUHVWLQJSUDLVHDQGHQFRXUDJHPHQWUHDGLQJERRNVUK\PLQJFRORXULQJ
ZULWLQJ QDPH ,W ZDV GHHPHG LPSRUWDQW WR PDNH XVH RI RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU SUH
VFKRROHGXFDWLRQVXFKDVSOD\JURXSVQXUVHULHVWKDWHQFRXUDJHGIDPLOLDULVDWLRQDQG
interaction with other children. There was almost an equal emphasis placed upon
VRFLDODQGHPRWLRQDODQGSK\VLFDOKHDOWKJLYLQJWKHPORYHVXSSRUW HQFRXUDJHPHQW
IRUVHOIHVWHHPDQGVHOIFRQÀGHQFHEDODQFHGGLHWIUHVKDLUDQGH[HUFLVH
P.

What opportunities have you been offered for involvement within the school?

Most often parents were offered places as helpers on class outings or secondly
KHOSLQJZLWKLQWKHFODVVURRPHJZRUNLQJZLWKFKLOGUHQ·VUHDGLQJJURXSVSDLUHG
UHDGLQJRUPDNLQJXSVWRU\RUQXPEHUVDFNV3DUHQWVUHFHLYHGLQYLWDWLRQVWRWDONV
HJRQK\JLHQH ¶EXJEXVWLQJ· HDUO\LQWHUYHQWLRQVWUDWHJLHV3DUHQWVZHUHLQYLWHG
WR DWWHQG DW VFKRRO DVVHPEOLHV FRIIHH PRUQLQJ·V HWF DQG JLYHQ RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU



DWWHQGLQJFODVVHVZRUNVKRSVHJRQSDUHQWLQJRQPXOWLFXOWXUDOFRXUVHV)RUWKRVH
who required it provision was made for contact with bilingual staff. Also of course
WKHUHZDVWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIPHPEHUVKLSRIWKH6FKRRO%RDUGRU37$ ZLWKDVVRFLDWHG
IXQGUDLVLQJ VRFLDODFWLYLWLHV 
P.

Which of these opportunities have you been involved in?

2IWKHFKRLFHVRQRIIHUPRVWWRRNXSHLWKHUWKHFKDQFHWRKHOSRQRXWLQJVRUZLWKLQ
WKHFODVVURRPXVXDOO\UHDGLQJDFWLYLWLHV3DUHQWVDOVRVXSSRUWHGHYHQWVZLWKLQWKH
school.
P.

Of the activities you take part in with your child what sort of things do you
think best help your child’s learning?

5HDGLQJJRWWKHPRVWPHQWLRQVIROORZHGE\FRXQWLQJSOD\LQJJDPHVDQGGLVFXVVLRQ
2WKHUUHVSRQVHVLQFOXGHGRXWGRRUDFWLYLWLHVDQGYLVLWVWROLEUDULHVPXVHXPVHWFDQG
VXSSRUWLQJVFKRROZRUNVXSHUYLVLQJKRPHZRUN
P.

Has the school offered you any activities for use at home with your child?
Please list what these are.

7KH PDMRULW\ VDLG \HV W\SLFDOO\ PHQWLRQLQJ WKH VDFNV FRQWDLQLQJ ERRNV DQG
DXGLRWDSHVDQGJDPHVSOXVSLFWXUHFDUGVDOSKDEHWFKDUWVDQGZRUGZDOOVKRPHZRUN
DQGUHDGLQJERRNV
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HC. List the resources (human and materials) that have been available thus far
7KH RYHUDOO UHVSRQVH ZDV KHDGHG E\ WKH +RPHOLQN WHDFKHUVFRRUGLQDWRUV 1H[W
RIWHQPHQWLRQHGZHUHPRQLHVIRUERRNVLQIRUPDWLRQSDFNVVWRU\VDFNVWDSHV 
YLGHRV7KHRWKHUKXPDQUHVRXUFHVLQFOXGHGIDPLO\OLWHUDF\ZRUNHUVFODVVWHDFKHUV
QXUVHU\QXUVHVDX[LOLDULHV LQFELOLQJXDOVSHDNHUV  FODVVURRPDVVLVWDQWVRWKHU
SURIHVVLRQDOVVXFKDVKHDOWKYLVLWRUVSV\FKRORJLVWVDQGVRFLDOZRUNHUV
HC. Tell us about forms of support for parental involvement already in place at the
school
$PRQJVWWKRVHPHQWLRQHGZHUHSDUHQWYROXQWHHUVIDPLO\OHDUQLQJOLWHUDF\ZRUNHUV
PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\ DJHQWV +RPHOLQN DOVR PHHWLQJV DQG SDUHQWLQJ FODVVHV VFKRRO
OLDLVRQJURXSV37$DQG6FKRRO%RDUG$OVRLQFOXGHGZHUHIDFLOLWLHVVXFKDVWKH
3DUHQWV·5RRPDQG&UqFKHV
HC. What additional forms of support might prove helpful in future?
7KH PRVW SRSXODU VXJJHVWLRQ ZDV IRU IXOOWLPH +RPHOLQN WHDFKHUV 2WKHU LGHDV
PRRWHGZHUHPRUHZRUNVKRSV JURXSVIRUSDUHQWVPRUHPRQH\IRUUHVRXUFHV
VHQLRUVWDIIUHOHDVHGIURPWHDFKLQJORDG GHOHJDWHGWRSDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWPRUH
SDUHQWDO FRQVXOWDWLRQ DW WUDQVLWLRQ PRUH KRPH YLVLWLQJ PRUH OLDLVRQ ZLWK RWKHU
agencies in the community and a suggestion for abridged copies of teachers’ lesson
notes.
HC. Do you have any other comments about how schools may be more effective in
developing parental involvement?
6WUHVVZDVSODFHGXSRQWKHQHHGWREXLOGXSUHODWLRQVKLSVWKHSUREOHPVRIZRUNLQJ
SDUHQWVWKHSUREOHPVRISDUHQWVZKRWKHPVHOYHVDUH\RXQJ$QHHGZDVSHUFHLYHG
IRUPRUHGHGLFDWHGWLPHIRUIUHHLQJXSVWDIIIRUOLDLVRQ KRPHYLVLWLQJUROHV HJ



IXOOWLPH+RPHOLQNWHDFKHUV ZLWKDVVRFLDWHGLPSURYHGVWDIÀQJOHYHOVDQGJUHDWHU
PDQDJHPHQWWLPH2WKHUVXJJHVWLRQVLQFOXGHGPRUHVRFLDOHYHQWVDVÀUVWVWHSWR
encourage involvement and evening curricular meetings
P.

What do you think are the most important things your child needs to learn in
Primary 1?

7KHUHVSRQVHVZHUHVSOLWIDLUO\HYHQO\EHWZHHQFRJQLWLYHVNLOOVHVSHFLDOO\OLWHUDF\
and numeracy (but also science and information technology were mentioned) - and
VRFLDOEHKDYLRXUDOVNLOOVRIPL[LQJZLWKRWKHUVDQGDOVRFRSLQJZLWKGLVFLSOLQH 
routine.
',6&866,21

Why work with Parents?
$V ZH KDYH VHHQ ZKHQ DVNHG DERXW WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI WKHLU UROH LQ WKHLU FKLOG·V
OHDUQLQJ DOO SDUHQWV HLWKHU DJUHHG RU VWURQJO\ DJUHHG WKDW WKHLU UROH ZDV equally
LPSRUWDQWWRWKDWRIWKHWHDFKHUV3DUHQWVDUULYHZLWKWKHLUFKLOGDWVFKRRORQWKH
EDVLVWKDWWKH\DUHSDUWQHUVLQOHDUQLQJDQGKDYHDVLJQLÀFDQWFRQWULEXWLRQWRPDNH
7KHLVVXHWKHUHIRUHLVKRZGRWKH\FRQWLQXHWKLVSDUWQHUVKLSLQWKHFRQWH[WRIWKH
VFKRRODQGKRZGRHVWKHVFKRROIDFLOLWDWHDQGGHYHORSSDUHQWV·FRQWULEXWLRQV"
6FKRROVZHUHDOVRVWURQJO\DIÀUPDWLYHDERXWWKHUROHRISDUHQWV+RZHYHUWKHUH
was an underlying dilemma for the process of building a partnership between the
school and parents. Although there was overlap between the learning that parents
VXSSRUWDQGWKDWZKLFKVFKRROVGHYHORSWKH\ZHUHQRWQHFHVVDULO\PLUURULPDJHV
RIHDFKRWKHU7RZKDWH[WHQWWKHUHIRUHVKRXOGDQGFDQVFKRROVEXLOGSDUWQHUVKLSV
with parents based on supporting the learning parents do as part of their role in the
KRPH DQG FRPPXQLW\" 2U VKRXOG WKH SDUWQHUVKLS IRFXV RQ KRZ SDUHQWV VXSSRUW
WKH FXUULFXOXP RI WKH VFKRRO" 2U LQGHHG VKRXOG LW LQFOXGH ERWK" &HUWDLQO\ WKH
GHVLUDELOLW\ RI EXLOGLQJ D SDUWQHUVKLS VHHPV WR EH DIÀUPHG ² ZH GLG QRW JHW WKH
LPSUHVVLRQRIUKHWRULFDOUHVSRQVHVRULQGHHGQHJDWLYHUHSOLHV+RZHYHUWKHUHVKRXOG
EHVRPHFRQVLGHUDWLRQJLYHQSULRUWRWKHSURFHVVRIGHYHORSLQJVWUDWHJLHVWREXLOG
SDUWQHUVKLSVDERXWZKDWWKH\DUHLQWHQGHGWRDFKLHYH
It was clear from the data that all schools had given considerable thought about
how to increase parental involvement and offered a wide variety of opportunities
for involvement. Our impression from the schools visited would also corroborate
that schools can succeed in involving parents in different ways.
Supporting Teacher-Parent Relationships
&UHDWLQJ WKH ULJKW HWKRV RU FXOWXUH WKDW VFKRRO LV D ZHOFRPLQJ SODFH E\ PHDQV
of an open door policy was seen to be the starting point for communicating with
SDUHQWV,QWKHVFKRROVZHYLVLWHGWKLVZDVVWURQJO\HYLGHQWKRZHYHUWKHUHZHUH
sometimes small practical details e.g. entry systems that made simple access into
the building a hurdle.
We did not get any sense that parents felt inadequately informed about activities
JRLQJRQLQWKHVFKRRO7KH\IRXQGVSHDNLQJWRWKHFODVVWHDFKHUWKHPRVWHIIHFWLYH
PHDQVRIÀQGLQJWKLQJVRXWKRZHYHUSDUHQWV·HYHQLQJVZHUHDOVRKLJKO\YDOXHG
Many respondents indicated that teachers were always willing to offer help and
DGYLFH+RZHYHUZKHQLWFDPHWRVSHFLÀFLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHLURZQFKLOGDQGWKHLU
SURJUHVVLQWKHVFKRROWKHUHVSRQVHZDVPRUHPL[HG7KHHYLGHQFHVHHPVWRLQGLFDWH
WKHUHIRUHWKDWVFKRROVDUHGRLQJZHOODWFRPPXQLFDWLQJZLWKSDUHQWVEXWWKH\DUH
QRWQHFHVVDULO\FRPPXQLFDWLQJWKHWKLQJVSDUHQWVZDQWWRNQRZPRVWDERXW
6RPHVFKRROVZLWKDVLJQLÀFDQWQXPEHURIIDPLOLHVZKRVHÀUVWODQJXDJHZDV
QRW(QJOLVKPDGHVSHFLDOHIIRUWVWRUHDFKRXWWRWKHPXVXDOO\WKURXJKDELOLQJXDO



ZRUNHUZKRZRXOGFRPPXQLFDWHZLWKSDUHQWVLQWKHLUÀUVWODQJXDJHHLWKHUIDFHWR
IDFH RU E\ WHOHSKRQH 3DUHQWV LQ RQH RI WKH FDVH VWXG\ VFKRROV ZHUH SDUWLFXODUO\
appreciative of the efforts made by the school to develop attitudes and policies
WKDWZHUHUHÁHFWLYHRIDQGVHQVLWLYHWRWKHLUFRPPXQLWLHV,QWKLVVFKRROELOLQJXDO
ZRUNHUVKHOSHGSDUHQWVWRIHHOFRPIRUWDEOHZLWKWKHVWDIIDQGWKHVFKRRODQGVKRZHG
SDUHQWVLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWKVFKRROVWDIIKRZWRKHOSWKHLUFKLOGUHQDWKRPH0DQ\
bi-lingual families needed to be convinced that ‘play’ involved learning as much as
more formal activities.
/DFNRIWLPHIRUSDUHQWVLQZRUNDQGRUZLWK\RXQJHUFKLOGUHQZDVFLWHGDVWKH
biggest problem for parents becoming more involved in the school. One remedy for
this was seen to be more opportunities should be made available for involving parents
WKURXJKHYHQWVRXWZLWKQRUPDOVFKRROKRXUV·HJZHHNHQGVDQGHYHQLQJV$VPRVW
of the opportunities schools offered to parents require them to ‘be there’ there is a
QHHGWRH[SORUHIXUWKHULQQRYDWLYHZD\VRIGHYHORSLQJLQYROYHPHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHV
DQGRIVKDULQJLQIRUPDWLRQZLWKSDUHQWVLQZD\VZKLFKÀWZHOOZLWKWKHUHDOLWLHVRI
a busy family life.
,QWKHVFKRROUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUGHYHORSLQJZRUNZLWKSDUHQWVZDVRIWHQDOORFDWHG
WRWKHUROHRIDVSHFLÀFWHDFKHU7KLVPLJKWEHDVHQLRUPHPEHURIVWDII HJKHDG
teacher) or a teacher with a primary one class. Whilst this focuses the role on
SDUWLFXODUSRVWVDQGWKHPRUHVHQLRUWKHSRVWWKHJUHDWHULWVOHJLWLPDF\WKHRWKHUVLGH
of the coin is that it relieves other members of staff of responsibility. The unintended
outcome of this may be that involving parents is not addressed as a whole school
LVVXH:KDWKDVWREHUHFRJQLVHGRIFRXUVHLVWKDWQRWDOOSDUHQWVRUDOOWHDFKHUV
want to be involved to the same degree with the school. This should be regarded
DVHQWLUHO\OHJLWLPDWH1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHUHLVZLGHVSUHDGDJUHHPHQW²DQGWKHUHIRUH
JRRGZLOO²WKDWSDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWLVLPSRUWDQW7KHLVVXHWKHUHIRUHLVWRZKDW
H[WHQWVFKRROVFDQGHYHORSDZKROHVFKRRODSSURDFKWKDWHQDEOHVDOOVWDIIWRFRQWULEXWH
to involving parents in ZD\VWKH\ÀQGVXLWDEOH7HDFKHUVKDYHWREHSDUWQHUVEHIRUH
LQRQHVHQVHSDUHQWVFDQEH7KHLUFRPPLWPHQWKDVWREHKDUQHVVHGÀUVWO\ZLWKLQ
WKHVFKRRODQGVHFRQGO\WKHORFDODXWKRULW\WKHQKDVWRÀQGZD\VRIVXSSRUWLQJLW
7KHIDFWWKDWEXLOGLQJSDUWQHUVKLSVFDQLQYROYHPDQ\GLIIHUHQWDFWLYLWLHVPD\EHD
useful resource for developing this because it will enable teachers and parents to
ÀQGZD\VRIZRUNLQJLQSDUWQHUVKLS'LYHUVLW\VKRXOGEHHQFRXUDJHGLQWKHFRQWH[W
of an overall agreed policy aim.
Roles for Parents at Home and in School
:LWKLQWKHKRPHSDUHQWVVDZWKHLUUROHDVVWURQJO\OLQNHGWRSHUVRQDODQGVRFLDO
GHYHORSPHQW7KLVLQFOXGHG¶KHOSJLYHWKHPFRQÀGHQFH·¶GHYHORSLQJFKLOG·VQDWXUDO
curiosity and desire to learn or as helping them by introducing them to a ‘basic
NQRZOHGJHRIDOSKDEHWDQGQXPEHU·3DUHQWDOUHVSRQVHVVXJJHVWHGWKDWDOWKRXJK
parents recognise that they have a role to play in supporting their child’s learning
many of them believed that the teachers’ had a more important role to play than
WKH\GLG7KLVLVSDUWO\EHFDXVHZKLOHPDQ\SDUHQWVVHHWKDWWKHUROHRIJLYLQJWKHLU
FKLOGUHQ¶DVPLOHDQGDSOD\SLHFH·DVFHQWUDOVFKRROVGRQRWRIIHUHQRXJKLQIRUPDWLRQ
about the importance of the parents’ role of supporting children’s learning at home.
Communication from the class teacher in the course of her/his everyday role was
seen to be the main opportunity that parents had of getting information about how
to help their child. Although schools refered to encouraging the parental role in
SOD\LQJJDPHVUHDGLQJVWRULHVHWFWKHUHLVDQLVVXHDERXWWKHH[WHQWWRZKLFKVFKRROV
recognise parents as sources of information. Schools appeared to have few structures
in place to listen to parents and to identify their priorities.
:KHUHWKHUHZDVVSHFLÀFVXSSRUWIRUKRZSDUHQWVFDQKHOSWKHLUFKLOGDWKRPHLW
tended to be concentrated on particular needs. The focus most mentioned was support



IRUELOLQJXDOSDUHQWVRUFHQWUHGRQNH\PRPHQWVVXFKDVGXULQJWUDQVLWLRQDQGDW
start of the school year. The practical challenge of helping parents to understand
what teachers are doing in the classroom highlights the importance of valuing and
EXLOGLQJRQWKHH[SHULHQFHVDQGRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUOHDUQLQJRIIHUHGLQWKHFRQWH[WV
RIWKHKRPHDQGFRPPXQLW\+RZHYHU¶RYHUVHHLQJKRPHZRUN·ZDVLGHQWLÀHGE\
schools as one of the main opportunities for involvement because ‘it reaches the
PDMRULW\RISDUHQWV·<HWWKHVH¶KRPHDFWLYLWLHV·HJKRPHZRUNVSHOOLQJPDWKV
primarily focus on how parents can support and prepare their child for school
SUDFWLFHVDWKRPH2QHSDUHQWLGHQWLÀHGWKDWVKHUHFHLYHG¶5HDGLQJVKHHWVQXPEHU
VKHHWVZRUNH[HUFLVHV+RZHYHULIKHKDVDOHDUQLQJSUREOHPWKDWLVQRWDGGUHVVHG
then my time is wasted’.
One school suggested that ‘we still have to convince parents that the wider
SLFWXUHLQYROYHVWKHP·'RWKH\"$OWKRXJKLQVFKRROVWUDWHJLHVPD\HQKDQFHSDUHQWDO
FRQÀGHQFHDQGFRPSHWHQFHLWGRHVUDLVHDQLVVXHDERXWWKHH[WHQWWRZKLFKH[WHQGLQJ
RSHQLQYLWDWLRQVWR¶DVVLVW·¶KHOS·¶DWWHQG·¶IXQGUDLVH·ZLOOUDLVHSDUHQWV·SHUFHSWLRQV
of the important role they play in supporting their own child’s learning. It is also
XQOLNHO\WREHHIIHFWLYHLQHQKDQFLQJSDUHQWV·FRQÀGHQFHDQGFRPSHWHQFHLQWKHLUUROH
as co-educator. Schools need to encourage more meaningful discussion about how
children’s early numeracy / literacy development is supported in a wide variety of
FRQWH[WV7KHPRVWHIIHFWLYHZD\WRJHWWKHPHVVDJHDFURVVWRSDUHQWVWKDWZKDWWKH\
do is valued is to help parents understand what they are already doing to support their
FKLOG·VOHDUQLQJ7RPDNHWKHPDZDUHRIOLWHUDF\QXPHUDF\DFWLYLWLHVWKH\DUHDOUHDG\
LQYROYHGLQDQGMXVWDVLPSRUWDQWO\WRVKRZSDUHQWVKRZH[SHULHQFHVJDLQHGLQKRPH
DQGFRPPXQLW\FRQWH[WVFDQEHLQFRUSRUDWHGLQWRVFKRROSUDFWLFH7KHPDLQDLPLQ
involving parents in early learning is to develop their role as complimentary educators
and an ‘educational resource’ in supporting their own child’s learning. Schools can
UHDOLVHWKHIXOOSRWHQWLDORISDUHQWV·VNLOOVLQWHUHVWVDQGNQRZOHGJHRIWKHLUFKLOGDV
DQHGXFDWLRQDOUHVRXUFHLQWKHVFKRRODQGIDPLO\FRQWH[WLIWKH\DUHDEOHWREXLOGRQ
ZKDWSDUHQWVDOUHDG\GRLQWKHKRPH VHH$XHUEDFK 
&21&/86,21

7KHVFKRROVVWXGLHGKDYHXVHGDPL[WXUHRILQIRUPDODQGIRUPDODFWLYLWLHVWRHQJDJH
parents. Often parents have become involved through social and recreational activities
DQGWKHQEHJXQWRZRUNZLWKWKHLUFKLOGUHQRQVFKRROUHODWHGDFWLYLWLHV6FKRROV
KRZHYHUKDYHEHHQOHVVVXFFHVVIXOLQGHYHORSLQJVWUDWHJLHVWKDWEXLOGRQ¶DWKRPH·
activities. This is mainly because teachers were often not aware of what parents were
doing at home with their children. Our research leads us to conclude that teachers are
committed to involving parents but are not necessarily adept at sharing information
with parents or at suggesting ways in which they can assist their children.
6FKRROV LGHQWLÀHG VRPH EDUULHUV WR SDUHQWDO LQYROYHPHQW VXFK DV FKLOGFDUH
DQGWUDQVSRUWDWLRQEXWIRXQGLWGLIÀFXOWWRSURYLGHDGHTXDWHVXSSRUWRQWKHLURZQ
6LPLODUO\ DOWKRXJK VFKRROV ZHUH DZDUH WKDW HYHQWV VKRXOG EH KHOG DW WLPHV WKDW
ZRXOGPDNHLWHDVLHUIRUSDUHQWVWRDWWHQGLWZDVGLIÀFXOWWRPDNHWKHVHDUUDQJHPHQWV
6WDIIPDGHIUHTXHQWIULHQGO\VFKRROKRPHFRQWDFWVDQGPDGHWKHLUVFKRROVRSHQWR
SDUHQWVEXWPRVWGLGQRWJLYHSDUHQWVDUHDOXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIVFKRROHGXFDWLRQRU
KHOSWKHPWRFRQWULEXWHWRLW,WLVLPSRUWDQWWKDWWHDFKHUVJREH\RQGPHUHO\PDNLQJ
broad suggestions to parents about how they can be more actively involved in raising
WKHLUFKLOGUHQ·VOLWHUDF\DQGQXPHUDF\NQRZOHGJHXQGHUVWDQGLQJDQGDFKLHYHPHQW
VHH +DQQRQ   6RPH VFKRROV WULHG WR FUHDWH DQ DWPRVSKHUH ZKLFK YDOXHG
parental involvement by developing policies and practices that put involvement at
the school and guiding parents in how to help at home at the centre of their strategy.
In these circumstances parents felt that the educational role they played was valued
DQGYDOXDEOHDQGWKLVFRQWULEXWHGWRWKHLUVHOIHVWHHP VHH&DLUQH\ 



6XSSRUWLQJ SDUHQWV WR LQÁXHQFH HDUO\ OHDUQLQJ SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH KRPH ZLOO
QRWEHDFKHDSRSWLRQ0RVWRIWKHKHDGWHDFKHUVLGHQWLÀHGWKHQHHGIRUPRUHVWDII
HVSHFLDOO\KRPHOLQNWHDFKHUVLQRUGHUWRKHOSWKHPGHYHORSDPRUHFRPSUHKHQVLYH
VWUDWHJ\IRULQYROYLQJSDUHQWV'LIIHUHQWDSSURDFKHVLWZDVVXJJHVWHGVKRXOGEHXVHG
ZLWKGLIIHUHQWIDPLOLHVEXWZLWKRXWNQRZOHGJHRILQGLYLGXDOIDPLOLHVKRPRJHQRXV
DSSURDFKHV ZHUH PDGH WKDW LQDGYHUWHQWO\ H[FOXGHG D QXPEHU RI SDUHQWV 7KHVH
LQFOXGHG SDUHQWV ZKRVH ÀUVW ODQJXDJH ZDV QRW (QJOLVK DQG WKRVH ZKR KDG KDG
QHJDWLYHVFKRROH[SHULHQFHVWKHPVHOYHVWKDWPDGHWKHPXQZLOOLQJWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQ
the school.
$OOVFKRROVLGHQWLÀHGDYDULHW\RIUHVRXUFHVWKDWZHUHDYDLODEOHWRWKHPWRVXSSRUW
SDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQWEXWWKHVHZHUHVRPHWLPHVQRWFRPSOHWHO\FRPSOLPHQWDU\LQ
their approach to parents. Head teachers highlighted the importance of liasing with
RWKHUDJHQFLHVLQWKHFRPPXQLW\EXWZHUHXQFOHDUDERXWZKRVHUROHWKLVZDV$
number were aware that many parents had their own educational needs that should
EHDGGUHVVHGLIWKHLUFKLOGUHQZHUHWREHQHÀWEXWDJDLQZHUHXQVXUHDERXWZKRVH
UROHWKLVZDV7KLVVXJJHVWVDFOHDUQHHGIRUDZKROHVFKRROSROLF\EDFNHGXSE\D
&RXQFLOSROLF\WKDWLQYROYHVMRLQHGXSWKLQNLQJDQGDFWLRQLQUHODWLRQWRLQYROYLQJ
parents.
:KDWDSSHDUVWREHQHFHVVDU\IRUDQHIIHFWLYHSROLF\LVWRWKLQNDERXWLQYROYLQJ
schoolsZLWKSDUHQWVUDWKHUWKDQWKLQNLQJDERXWLQYROYLQJparentsLQVFKRROV3DUHQWV
are always going to be involved with their children’s education as our parent
questionnaires and interviews showed. It is schools that are not so adept at involving
parents and recognising their important educational role.
2QHNH\WRLQYROYLQJDOOSDUHQWVLVFUHDWLQJDQDWPRVSKHUHLQZKLFKWHDFKHUV
DGPLQLVWUDWRUVDQGIDPLOLHVDUHDOOVHHQDVYDOXLQJSDUHQWDOLQYROYHPHQW 'DXEHU
 (SVWHLQ   6FKRROV WKDW DUH VHULRXV DERXW GHYHORSLQJ SDUWQHUVKLSV ZLWK
parents can provide information to parents about different ways they can be involved
DQGXQGHUVWDQGWKHEDUULHUVWKDWNHHSSDUHQWVIURPEHLQJPRUHDFWLYH &KDYNLQ 
:LOOLDPV 7KHOLWHUDWXUHLQGLFDWHVWKDWZRUNQHHGVWREHGRQHDWWKHVFKRRO
and the education authority level to develop policies and practices that encourage
LQYROYHPHQWDWWKHVFKRRODQGJXLGHSDUHQWVLQKRZWRKHOSDWKRPH 5HD\ 
,WLVLPSRUWDQWWRUHFRJQLVHWKDWSDUHQWVKDYHFRQVLGHUDEOHSRZHUWRLQÁXHQFH
HDUO\OHDUQLQJSDUWLFXODUO\LQWKHKRPHEXWDWWKHVDPHWLPHWKH\QHHGVXSSRUWLQ
NH\DVSHFWVRIWKHLUUROH,QUHODWLRQWRVFKRROSROLF\WKHQHHGLVWREHFOHDUDERXW
the aims and what level of commitment to parents is appropriate. Different levels
of involvement will require different levels of staff time and funding. What is clear
DV+DQQRQ  SRLQWVRXWLVWKDW¶WRLQYROYHSDUHQWVLVQRWWRJLYHDZD\
WHDFKHUV·SURIHVVLRQDOH[SHUWLVH>5DWKHULWLV@WRWDNHRQWKHFKDOOHQJHDQGVWLPXODWLRQ
RI ZRUNLQJ ZLWK DGXOWV DQG \RXQJ FKLOGUHQ LQ WKH FRQYLFWLRQ WKDW DQ\WKLQJ WKDW
WHDFKHUV EHOLHYH WKH\ FDQ DFFRPSOLVK DORQH WKH\ FDQ GR EHWWHU LQ FROODERUDWLRQ
with parents’.
$&.12:/('*(0(176

7KHDXWKRUVZRXOGOLNHWRDFNQRZOHGJHWKHJUDQWVXSSRUWSURYLGHGE\WKH&RXQFLO
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